
Virtual dance in the community
Notre Dame High School, Fairfield

Grant Amount: $6,000
Project Cost: $6,712

475 Students Impacted
Grades 9-12

PURPOSE: To create an environment of excellence in dance education and performance which, as a 
ministry, makes an artistic statement to bring the community together. To use mirrors and barres as training 
tools to foster artistic excellence, a plan which correlates to the National Coalition for Core Standards for 
Dance Education. 

impact: Students were able to use the mirrors to see the instructor from different viewpoints and it allowed 
the instructor to keep an audience perspective for better placement and patterns across the dance space. 
The ballet barre gave the dancers more awareness of self in space and makes for better guidance of 
the material being learned. Students were beyond excited to have more of a dance studio environment 
and their creative process grew as a result. They created more material this year than in years past. The 
culmination was the performances for the community. In December, they performed works created in 
the fall semester; in February, they put on a talent show in honor of Black History Month; in March, they 
conducted a student-run benefit concert project for local charities; and in May, they showcased their work 
in the Spring Arts Celebration. The students’ creative process throughout the year was evident in these 
performances as well as a sense of responsibility toward their community to express through the language 
of dance and connect to their peers and audience. 

future plans: The mirrors and barres will be used for many years to come. 


