
Dear Friends,
Fall marks the beginning of the academic year, the starting line for measuring 
growth and a hopeful season full of promise. This year is no exception! The second 
cohort of Diocese of Bridgeport elementary schools entered their first phase of 
“Transforming the Paradigm of Catholic Education” and began incorporating 
Personalized Learning in their teaching. This initiative allows teachers to teach 
to the individual student and actually measure progress and growth, adjusting 
instruction to optimize the learning potential of each child.
Our recent Leaders of Tomorrow reception, bringing students and donors together, 
was a poignant reminder of the great gift a Catholic education is to the more 
than 5,000 students in Diocesan Catholic elementary schools. The gift provided 
by donors who recognize the potential of our children was on full display and 
beautifully articulated by Liz Arantes, the student who addressed the gathering.  
As students and donors broke bread together, the students were able to extend 
their thanks for the gift their sponsor provided.
Continuing our theme of personal growth, the Innovation and Leadership Grants 
Committee is in the midst of our “reading period” of the teacher Innovation and 
Leadership Grant applications. These grants provide the teacher the opportunity 
to stretch in their own teaching with an eye to being more innovative in their 
classroom. 
Thanks to our donors and friends, Foundations in Education awarded 1,456 
students nearly $2.8 million in tuition assistance this year. We anticipate awarding 
$150,000 in Innovation and Leadership Grants to teachers, thus promoting even 
greater academic achievement and personal growth for students and teachers 
alike.
Thank you for your support and for continuing this journey toward personal 
growth with us.  Enjoy too the hopeful promise of fall.
With appreciation,

Holly Doherty-Lemoine, CFRE, Executive Director
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Foundations in Education is committed to strengthen and transform the mission of Catholic education in the Diocese of Bridgeport by supporting innovation in academic and extra-
curriculum programs, fostering opportunities for the professional development of school leaders in innovation and leadership and providing tuition assistance to families in need.
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  Megan joined Foundations in Education in October 
as Assistant Director of Development, tasked with 
managing a comprehensive development program 
including annual giving, grants, events, donor 
cultivation and stewardship. 

Megan is originally from Omaha, NE, where she 
attended St. Cecilia’s School and Marian High School. After receiving a 
Bachelor’s degree in Journalism at the University of Missouri, she moved 
to New York City to begin her career in the non-profit sector. She has held 

development positions at Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc., The Library of America, and The 
Actors Fund. Prior to joining Foundations, she worked for the Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
as Development Coordinator and most recently in the admissions office at Sacred Heart Academy in 
Hamden, CT. Megan and her family are very active in their hometown of Fairfield and in their church, 
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish.  

“As a product of Catholic education, Megan has a deep understanding for our mission,” commented 
Holly Doherty-Lemoine. “Coupled with her vast fundraising experience, we anticipate great strides in the 
advancement of our cause to support student tuition assistance and innovation in the classroom.”

“I am honored to join the team and eager to bring my skills to support the teachers, families, and especially 
children in Fairfield County,” remarked Megan. “As a product of a Catholic education and the daughter 
of Catholic school educators, I know how formative the experience can be in a child’s life.”

Gala Honorees Announced

Recognizing generosity in support of Catholic education and 
excellence in Catholic teaching and leadership, Foundations in 
Education is proud to announce our 2020 Gala Honorees – Dr. 
Julia M. McNamara and Lynn and Frank Mara. 
We look forward to celebrating the honorees 
with you at the 5th Annual Spring Gala on 
Thursday, April 23, 2020 at Woodway Country 
Club in Darien, CT. 

“Each year, we have the privilege of recognizing 
honorees who are true partners in our mission,” 
remarked Foundations in Education Executive 
Director, Holly Doherty-Lemoine. “This year’s 

honorees have impacted 
thousands of children and their 
collective contributions may be felt 
across the Diocese of Bridgeport 
and beyond.”

The annual Spring Gala is 
Foundations in Education’s 
premier fundraising event. Gala 

proceeds benefit Foundations in Education, including Bishop’s 
Scholarship Fund and Innovation and Leadership Grants. 

Save the Date - Gala April 23, 2020

Welcome Megan Quinn



On October 24, 
Foundations in Education 
hosted the 3rd Annual 
Leaders of Tomorrow 
Reception at the Catholic 
Center. A record high 53 
students were honored this 
year!

Leaders of Tomorrow is 
a unique program of the 
Bishop’s Scholarship Fund, 
which provides need-based 
tuition assistance to students identified by their principal as 
exemplifying good character, strong academics, and leadership 
potential. 

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano thanked attendees, saying, “We come 
here to celebrate the great gift of Catholic education, which 
brings us all together.”

Bishop encouraged the students, “Your future is bright and there 
are many doors that will be opened to you. And when I and the 
rest of us here grow old and pass on the leadership of our country 
and our Church to you, it will be in the best of hands.” 

The bishop commended 
Foundations in Education 
on its great work, thanked 
and applauded the 
board and its members, 
and expressed sincere 
gratitude to the generous 
donors.

“As a sponsor and a donor, you are investing in the goals and 
dreams of these students to be the best possible version of 
themselves through Catholic education,” said Patricia Zaccone, 
Director of School Finance and Leaders of Tomorrow sponsor, 
speaking of the importance of Catholic education.

Student speaker, Liz Arantes, a 4th grader at St. Andrew 
Academy in Bridgeport, was able to share her experience in 
Catholic schools.

“I think learning about the Catholic faith 
helps us to be kinder, more respectful toward 
each other and helps build our school 
community,” Arantes said, thanking the 
foundation and the generosity of its donors. 
“My wish is for your kindness to spread so 
others might be inspired to be kind too, and 
that this opportunity can be available to more children like me.”

“I would like to thank Bishop Caggiano, the sponsors, and 
everyone involved in Foundations in Education,” shared Fernando 
Porzio, father of Lorenzo, an 8th grader at Assumption Catholic 
School in Fairfield. “This breakfast was a wonderful event that the 
students, parents, and all in attendance will remember forever.”

Pictured here is Kendra Pires, a 2nd  
grade Leader of Tomorrow from St. Joseph 
School. Kendra was under the weather and 
unable to stay for the reception, however 
she and her mom drove from Danbury to 
Bridgeport, dressed in full uniform, for 
the chance to meet and thank her donor 
in person. 

To sponsor a Leader of Tomorrow, or to renew your sponsorship, please contact Holly at holly@foundationsineducation.org.

Paula & Tom McInerney (10)
Cynthia & Ned Lautenbach (4)

Venman & Co., LLC (3)
Sheila Clancy (3)

Kathy Hanson & James Colica (2)
Barbara & R. Bradford Evans (2)
Andrea & Jonathan Maldon (2)

Frank Mori (2)
Jeanne & James Moye (2)
Barbara & Peter Ripp (2)
Anne & Brian Young (2)

Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Nancy & Charles Howe
Susan & Bill Lattimer
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Maureen & Bernard Reidy

Becky & Michael Shea
Janet & Gerald Catenacci

Lori & Scott Church
Sarah & John Collins

Christine & Alexander DiGuido

Xandy & Jack Duffy
Christa & Tim FitzPatrick

Elise & Neil Gabriele
Rosemary & Joseph Jordan

Lisa & Joe Purcell
Erin & William Russell

Florencia & Francisco Grether
Patricia Zaccone

On behalf of the students and families, we THANK our 2019-2020 Leaders of Tomorrow sponsors:

Leaders of Tomorrow Reception 



  

We are pleased to report that 40 Innovation and Leadership 
applications were received from educators across 19 schools. 
A grants committee is currently reviewing and evaluating each 
proposal and will submit recommendations to the Board of Trustees 
for approval. This year’s grant funding is $150,000. 

Award notifications 
will be sent in January 
and those with 
approved funding will 
be invited to share 
their project ideas at 
an award reception 
on January 30 at the 
Discovery Museum in 
Bridgeport. 

Foundations in Education relies on the generosity of donors to 
provide the funding for this competitive grant program. To learn 
more, support our grants program, or sponsor our upcoming 
reception, please contact Megan Quinn at 203.416.1671 or 
megan.quinn@diobpt.org.

Foundations in Education’s Audit Committee, chaired by Gerry Robilotti, welcomes Stephen Piccolo, Jr. of Newtown.  Stephen has 
a long career in Finance during which he spent the last 25 years with New York Medical College as Senior Vice President and Chief 
Financial Officer.

The Innovation and Leadership Grants Committee, chaired by Julie McNamara, welcomes Paula Summa of Rye, NY. Paula  recently 
worked with the Office of School Superintendent on special projects. Her extensive industry experience spans 30+ years in Financial 
Executive positions with IBM, retiring as General Manager of Digital Sales. Paula provides a unique lens on innovation and will 
provide knowledgeable insight to the committee on skills our children need to succeed beyond school.

The Finance Committee, chaired by Andrea Maldon, welcomes Jim O’Neill and Paula Summa as our first husband and wife duo. 
Like Paula, Jim enjoyed a long career in Finance with IBM, retiring as IBM Vice President of Finance and Chief Credit Officer.

Thank you to Stephen, Paula and Jim for joining our committees to advance the work of our mission!

The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) recently 
celebrated Philanthropy Day in CT with an awards breakfast 
and educational conference featuring nonprofit leaders, keynote 
speakers, breakout sessions, networking and more.

Foundations in Education Executive Director Holly Doherty-
Lemoine, CFRE was honored at the event as the 2019 Best-of-
Connecticut Outstanding Fundraising Professional.

Unable to attend the reception, Bishop Frank sent his regrets 
from Rome, where he was meeting with Pope Francis. “Holly’s 
careful and professional stewardship has earned the confidence 
and respect of donors and all those who support the important 
mission of Foundations in Education.”

When Holly Doherty was a girl, her parents would send her 
on the city bus with her siblings into Boston for the Community 
Boating program, where they could sail the Charles River for the 

Holly Named Outstanding Fundraising Professional of the Year

Innovation and Leadership Grants

Welcome New Committee Members

summer for one dollar. By 
the time she was 24, she 
was named Executive 
Director of the non-profit 
organization, which was 
largely underwritten by 
charitable donations.

“Having been raised 
among nonprofits, it 
became evident to me very early on the importance of the 
generosity of others,” Holly remarked. “Philanthropy is people 
caring for people.”

Upon receipt of her award, Holly recognized her supporters, 
“None of us embark on this journey alone. The harmony among 
family and friends, colleagues, board members and donors, help 
us advance the cause.” 

Bishop’s Scholarship Fund
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Foundations in Education, Inc. has heard from some of our friends who have included Foundations in Education and support of 
Catholic education as part of their legacy. Although the easiest approach is through a simple bequest, many individual situations are 
a bit more complicated. With this in mind, Foundations in Education recently launched our Partners in Legacy Program.

Partners in Legacy was established to aid and help educate donors to Foundations in Education to the many options and benefits of 
designating nonprofits generally, and Foundations in Education specifically, as a beneficiary in their estate plan. A question to ask 
oneself - if I were to live to 125 years old, what would I want my legacy to be?

We are grateful to Stephen M. Napier of Ivey, Barnum & O’Mara, T.R. Rowe of 
McNamara & Kenney, and Frank J. Browne of Stamford for their willingness to 
provide an initial consultation to friends of Foundations in Education, free of charge. 
This will allow prospective donors to explore the possibility of including support of 
Catholic education, and most especially benefitting our students, as part of their 
legacy.

Please visit us online at www.foundationsineducation.org/planned-giving or reach out directly to Stephen (snapier@ibolaw.com), T.R. 
(TRRowe@mcandkenney.com) or Frank (fjbrownelaw@gmail.com). This way you can learn more about steps you can take today, to 
assure your legacy at 125!

Beginning with our next newsletter, we shall invite a Legacy Donor to share their personal story. Please let us know if you wish to share 
your story and your legacy dream.

To learn more about planned giving opportunities with Foundations in Education, please contact        
Holly Doherty-Lemoine at 203.416.1642 or holly@foundationsineducation.org.

What Will Your Legacy Be?


