


As we close the chapter on the 2023-24 school year, we embrace the spirit of reflection on all that has happened 
since September. With warm and hopeful hearts, we extend to you, our donors and friends, our deepest gratitude for 
your commitment to our mission of providing tuition assistance to those in need, so they may attend Catholic schools in 
the Diocese of Bridgeport. We thank you as well for your generosity toward innovation in the classroom by supporting 
teacher grants. Both of these programs are at the very heart of Foundations in Education Inc’s mission and would not 
be possible without your generous contributions.

Your unwavering commitment for nearly a decade has enabled FIE to support the transformative power of Catholic 
education. You have helped move Foundations from the early vision of Bishop Frank Caggiano to assist families with 
tuition assistance to a viable organization that has made nearly 12,000 tuition assistance awards totaling more than 
$23,000,000 since our founding in July 2015. Thanks to your generosity, we have witnessed first-hand the life-
changing impact of your support as this year alone we awarded over $3,000,000 in tuition assistance to more than 
1,300 students. Families know the difference a Catholic school can make in a student’s life. Your contributions create 
the ripples that not only spread the wave of opportunity, but allow these young minds to flourish in an environment rich 
in faith and learning.

Also thanks to you, the ripples of innovation and leadership that flow through innovation grants to our educators will 
wash over classrooms, further benefiting students. This year, 27 teachers have been empowered through innovation 
and leadership grants totaling $150,000, to foster learning environments where creativity and passion for teaching are 
as boundless as their students’ potential.

As we embark on the milestone of our 10th year, we stand in awe of the exceptional leadership and vision that have 
guided us. Our journey has been one of shared commitment, fealty to our mission and remarkable collective impact. 
Thanks to Bishop Frank’s vision, the outstanding leadership of our Board of Trustees, and your generosity, extraordinary 
things have happened to benefit our students. Together we have built a legacy that resonates in the success stories of 
our students and the inspired dedication of our educators.

Included within the pages of this annual report, you will see the faces of the students and teachers who have benefited 
from your contributions. Much more still is needed to be done, but the testaments you see here give us pause to 
celebrate the past, acknowledge today and lean into the future with unwavering faith in our mission.

With hearts full of gratitude and eyes set to the horizon, we thank you for partnering with us in realizing our mission. 
Together, may we continue this incredible journey of nurturing young minds, enriching souls and fostering future leaders 
who will shape their families, communities and the world.

With gratitude,
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Thomas E. McInerney 
Chair, Board of Trustees

Holly Doherty-Lemoine, CFRE

Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Our Mission
To strengthen 

and transform 

the mission 

of Catholic education 

in the 

Diocese of Bridgeport 

by providing 

tuition assistance  

to families in need, 

supporting innovation 

in academic programs, 

and fostering 

opportunities  

for the professional 

development  

of school leaders. 

TRANSFORMING LIVES 
THROUGH EDUCATION



You You Made An Impact Made An Impact 
THOMAS E. MCINERNEY

(Chair) CEO and Co-Founder, Bluff Point Associates 

DAVID J. CAPPIELLO

Owner and President, Capitol Hill Group

GEORGE A. COLEMAN

Early Childhood System Development Specialist

HOLLY DOHERTY-LEMOINE, CFRE
Executive Director, Foundations in Education Inc.

LISA FERRARO 
Trustee, Fairfield University

TIMOTHY O. FITZPATRICK

Chief Investment Officer, Parsons & Whittemore

MICHAEL HANLON, CPA
(Treasurer) CFO, Diocese of Bridgeport

LESLIE LOPEZ, JD CFRE
Director of Development, Dominican Academy

ANDREA MALDON, CPA
Retired Managing Director of Internal Investor Services, Lone Pine Capital

ANNE MCCRORY, ESQ.
Chief Legal and Real Estate Officer, Diocese of Bridgeport
 
THOMAS MCDEVITT

Founder and Managing Partner, Edgewood Capital Advisors

JULIA M. MCNAMARA, PH.D.
President Emerita, Albertus Magnus College

2023-2024 Board of Trustees
MICHELE MITOLA

(Secretary) Vice President, Children’s Scholarship Fund

JOE PURCELL

(Vice Chair) Retired Global Vice Chairman, Morgan Stanley Financial 
Sponsors Group

JOSEPH C. RAHTELLI, CPA
Assistant Controller of Investment Management Finance, Lone Pine Capital 

GEOFFREY RAKER

Partner and Head of Healthcare Investing, Tailwind Capital 

BERNARD E. REIDY, JR.
Managing Director, Bank of America National Endowment & 
Foundation Executive

ALLISON REILING

Executive Director, The Lautenbach Family Foundation

BARBARA RIPP

Board Member and Volunteer, Malta House

HENRY RONDON

Assistant Executive Director, CT Interscholastic Athletic Conference

JENNIFER ST. VICTOR-DE PINHO

Retired Core Management Team, Bridgewater Associates

PAULA SUMMA

Retired CEO, IBM Digital Sales; Former CFO, IBM’s Global Financing

SR. MARY GRACE WALSH, ASCJ
Superintendent of Schools, Archdiocese of New York
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$3,565,066
raised through general contributions

($29,846,083 to date)

$1,106,647
raised through special events

($8,670,742 to date)

$3,073,980 
awarded to K-8 families through Bishop’s Scholarship 

Fund ($23,000,000 to date) 

Your support helped contribute to the 3rd consecutive year 
of increased enrollment across Diocesan Catholic Schools!

“I alone cannot change the world but I can cast a stone across the waters to create many ripples.” - Saint Teresa of Calcutta

There is no such thing as a small act of kindness. Every act creates a ripple.

$1,699,560
invested in schools through Transformative Initiatives

($9,114,560 to date) 

$232,500
awarded to families in high school tuition assistance

($835,000 to date)

$150,000 
awarded to educators through Innovation Grants 

($920,000 to date)

2023-2024 was a Ripple-Effect Year!
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Leaders of Tomorrow (LOT) is a select program of BSF representing students who qualify for tuition assistance 
and have been identified by their principal as having strong academics, good character and leadership potential.

Donors provide Leaders full ($6,000), half ($3,000) or quarter ($1,500) scholarships 
and are invited to an annual reception to meet their scholar and celebrate Catholic education.

 
This year, donors sponsored a record-breaking 131 Leaders of Tomorrow Scholars!

Bishop’s Scholarship Fund

4,211
K-8 students in Diocesan 

Catholic schools 

2,448
K-8 students applied 
for tuition assistance

$7.3M
overall 

calculated need

1,351students 

$3.1M awarded

54%
raised by 

single parents

54%
qualify for 

free/reduced lunch

$61,688
avg. income

$44,589
median income

42% Hispanic, 30% White, 

17% Black, 8% Multi-racial, 

2% Asian, 1% Other
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Donor-Driven Scholarships

MARY ALICE AND THOMAS O’MALLEY SCHOLARSHIP 
In 2018, the O’Malleys committed $500,000  
to establish a high school scholarship to benefit children 
of firefighters, police officers, and hospital nurses in 
Greenwich or Stamford. The scholarship provides 
up to 80% of tuition and is renewable provided parents’ 
employment eligibility remains unchanged and students 
maintain strong academics and good standing as noted  
in the school’s code of conduct.

Now in its sixth year, ten O’Malley Scholars 
were awarded 
$142,344. To 
date, thirty-one 
awards totaling 
$532,566 were 
made on behalf 
of twenty-one 
students.

JS HOWE FAMILY NEW STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP

In 2022, the JS Howe Family Foundation established 
a scholarship to support new students at Diocesan 
elementary schools. An annual $50,000 grant supports 
students up to 90% tuition for their first year. The 
scholarship is intended to help families as they transition 
to Catholic schools, recognizing the inherent value in a 
Catholic school education. 

Now in its second year, the JS Howe Family 
New Student Scholarship 
provided seven new 
students the opportunity to 
attend Catholic Schools. To 
date, fifteen students have 
been awarded $98,600. 

“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” -Matthew 5:16

MAXIMILIAN KOLBE SCHOLARSHIP

In 2021, Cindy and John Sites created a scholarship  
to provide half and full scholarships for eligible students  
at Kolbe Cathedral High School in Bridgeport. 
Scholarship recipients are selected at the Principal’s 
discretion beginning freshman year and are renewable,  
as funds allow, for four consecutive years. Consideration 
may be made for students whose parents are public 
servants or first-responders. Eligibility includes merit based 
academic performance, demonstrated work ethic and 
affinity for the “Kolbe Cathedral Experience.” 

Now in its third year, 
thirteen Maximilian 
Kolbe Scholars were 
awarded $82,175. To 
date, forty-two awards 
totaling $246,525 were 
made on behalf of 
twenty students. 
 

ST. JOSEPH/ST. LADISLAUS PARISH in Norwalk has 

invested in Foundations in Education to support the Bishop’s 
Scholarship Fund as an opportunity for parishioners. 
The parish funding is directed to aiding parishioners in 
their efforts to provide their family with a transformative 
Catholic education, while strengthening their commitment 
to All Saints Catholic School and St. Joseph/St. Ladislaus 
Parish.  

Now in its second year, four 
St. Joseph/St. Ladislaus 
Scholars were awarded 
$12,050. To date, seven 
students were awarded 
$29,162.

The mission of the Bishop’s Scholarship Fund (BSF) is to help families afford Catholic elementary school 
tuition in the Diocese of Bridgeport. To date, over $23 million has been awarded to thousands of students 
who demonstrate financial need while attending Diocesan schools in Fairfield County.
In 2023-2024, 1,351 students were awarded nearly $3.1 million.

FIE donors believe that Catholic education transforms lives. The following donors partnered with FIE to 
create ongoing scholarships that aid families in providing their children with a transformative Catholic 
education.



aimed at teaching students the theory of flight integrating 
science and math while they learn to fly on a flight 
simulator. The STEM Pilot training was integrated into a 
new Engineering program for Upper School.

“The program is helping students with problem solving 
skills, collaboration, and critical thinking processes 
and teaching them principles of flight leveraging STEM 
concepts such as geometry, algebra, trigonometry, 
physics, meteorology, geography and topography. In 
just the first year, students have improved their math, 
science, engineering and problem solving skills.” 

                                                          Xavier Guzman                       
Math, Science and Engineering Teacher 

St. James School in Stratford used grant funds to 
introduce drone technology to seventh and eighth graders 
in a makerspace setting. Students worked cooperatively 
to complete challenges and learned time management 
and how to handle delicate equipment. 

“It’s exciting to see our eighth-grade Maker Space 
students not only learn to fly drones, which is no easy 
feat, but also learn creative problem-solving, design 
process, and how to apply it to academic subjects such 
as geography, science, and math.”       

Beth Cherico
                      Art and Technology Teacher

Immaculate High School in Danbury used grant 
funds to enhance laboratory equipment in order to 
offer the UConn ECE Chemistry course (Early College 
Education, dual enrollment with AP). The pH probes 
and spectrophotometers 
connect directly to students’ 
laptops to allow them to 
individually analyze and 
process the raw data. The 
buret clamps, pipets, pipet 
bulbs, and burets were 
all necessary to teach the 
proper techniques to make 
accurate concentrations of 
solutions, then carry out the 
experiments involving pH, 
kinetics, dilutions, and spectrophotometry.

“Labs are critical for science classes in order for students 
to understand the concepts. The grant has allowed 
students to do multiple lab experiments which has helped 
excite them, engage them, and ultimately enjoy the 
course even more.”
                                                         Dr. Stephanie Rugg                                                   

Science Teacher

All Saints Catholic School in Norwalk was awarded 
grant funds this past year to purchase a STEM Pilot 

• All Saints Catholic School, Norwalk: Engineers for 
Tomorrow Creative Classroom by Xavier Guzman $6,000 
and Lego Spike Essential by Chanda Goodwin $4,102

• Assumption Catholic School, Fairfield: Lego Spike Essential 
by Jennifer Geaney and Kathy Andrade $4,102

• Catholic Academy of Bridgeport-St. Augustine: Drones 
by Peaches Bernard $6,500 and Hands-On Learning by 
Jennifer Mozdzer $1,919

• Cardinal Kung Academy, Stamford: Lego Spike Prime by 
Grace Connelly and Regan Bradley $5,062

• Greenwich Catholic School: Lego Spike Essential by 
William Thomas $4,102

• Holy Trinity Catholic Academy, Shelton: Lego Spike Prime 
by Brian O’Neill $5,062

• St. Gregory the Great School, Danbury: Innovation Zone 
2.0 by Teresa Lazzara $8,350 and Lego Spike Prime by 
Emily Jennings $5,062

• St. James School, Stratford: Arts for Everyone by Alexander 
Constantine $4,124 and Lego Spike Essential by Tracey 
Broderick $4,102

• St. Joseph High School, Trumbull: Advanced Flight Tech 

Gear Package by Coleman Daley $5,486, Biotechnology 
Biomedical Pathway Development by Lucas Fatsy $7,500, 
Spectroscopy in the 21st Century by Tim Tallcouch $5,000, 
Transforming Science Education by E. George Marrash 
$7,302 and Vex Robotics by Daniel McDonagh $6,178

• St. Joseph School, Danbury: Time Travel by Dr. Louis F. 
Howe, Jr. $10,000

• St. Mark School, Stratford: Lego Spike Essential by Sarah 
Carrano and Alexander Kennedy $4,102

• St. Mary School, Bethel: Interacting within the Classroom 
by Scott Smith $13,000, World Language and Cultures 
Program by Sarah E. Herring $1,400, and Young Scientist 
Fun by Rose Schlemmer $1,102

• St. Mary School, Ridgefield: PreK Sensory by Carolyn 
Swan, Jennifer Santangelo, Tricia Misurelli, Taylor Sechi, and 
Cathleen Curtin $7,500

• St. Rose of Lima School, Newtown: Lego Spike Prime by 
Gina Quinn $5,062 and Pottery for People in Need by 
Meagan Ferriter $2,830

• St. Thomas Aquinas School, Fairfield: Lego Spike Prime by Paul 
Piorek $5,062 and Virtual Reality by Marybeth Pirrie $10,000

An awards reception was held at Sacred Heart University’s Discovery Science Center  
and Planetarium announcing twenty-seven grant awards totaling $150,000. 

TRANSFORMING STUDENT LEARNING - IT STARTS WITH AN IDEA 
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This year, for the first time, the FIE Grants Committee promoted a specific project, encouraging a group of intrepid 
educators to integrate Lego Education STEM Learning Tools in their instruction. Thirteen grantees across ten schools 

comprised the cohort of awardees who will be trained on Lego Spike education.

In its seventh year, this competitive grant program was the first of its kind to offer innovation and leadership 
grants to teachers and administrators which promote excellence in the Diocese of Bridgeport Catholic 
Schools. To date, nearly $920,000 in grants have been awarded.

Innovation and Leadership Grants
The Grants program encourages teachers to “dare to dream” to create an innovative opportunity for their 
students. Special thanks to the donors who value innovation and leadership in the classroom and make this 
transformative experience possible. 



• Friend and former 
Trustee, Michael Shea, 
in recognition of 
his inspiring leadership and generous personal 
commitment to Catholic education.

• Corporate partner, M&T Bank, represented by 
Frank Micalizzi, for their corporate partnership and 
commitment to Catholic education.

A select Children’s Choir from All Saints Catholic School 
in Norwalk kicked off the evening and performed songs 
from their Cinderella performance, led by Music Director 
Ms. Maurya Brown.  
 
St. Mary School of Ridgefield 8th grader, Hunter, was the 
student speaker and is a Leader of Tomorrow recipient, 
which identifies her as a student of good character, strong 
academics and leadership potential. She shared her 

Spring Gala
Our premiere annual fundraising event was held on  
April 25, 2024, at Woodway Country Club in Darien. 
Together, we raised over $1 million. 

The gala committee, co-chaired by Jennifer St. 
Victor-de Pinho and Allison Reiling, planned  
an exciting celebration to raise awareness and support for 
Foundations in Education (FIE) and its mission to strengthen 
and transform the mission of Catholic education in the 
Diocese of Bridgeport. 

The gathering of over 200 friends enjoyed an evening  
of shared mission, with a lively program recognizing two 
notable honorees, an inspiring student speaker and a live 
auction. New this year was a first time $50,000 Matching 
Gift Challenge by Elizabeth M. Pfriem Foundation to 
promote Innovation and Leadership Grants for teachers.  
The 2024 Gala honorees:
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Save the Date: May 1, 2025

personal Catholic school experience with those gathered 
for Foundations’ premiere fundraising event of the year. 

“Being a part of the Catholic 
faith has shown me I can be 
brave and during hard times, 
trust God because He has 
a plan for me. Thank you 
for making this possible,” 
remarked Hunter.  

FIE is thankful to the many attendees who invest in our 
children as Holly Doherty-Lemoine, CFRE, Executive 
Director for Foundations in Education remarked, 

“Each year I am incredibly moved by the generosity 
of our friends. The ripples their contributions create will 
be felt by more than a thousand students in the coming 
year, and we cannot thank you enough.”

Proceeds from the event support Foundations’ mission, 
most notably the Bishop’s Scholarship Fund. Additionally, 
proceeds support the Innovation and Leadership Grants 
program, providing competitive grants for teachers, 
encouraging innovation in classrooms. 



Donor-Sponsored Initiatives
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Kolbe Transformation Project

TRANSFORMING THE PARADIGM OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

is the gift that keeps on giving. The following are a few 
of the ongoing initiatives this extraordinary multi-year 
contribution provided this year alone.

PERSONALIZED LEARNING

The ongoing program provides students time for individual 
and small group instruction and a customized online 
learning path based on their individual needs. 

THE AQUINAS FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
provided eight dedicated fellows housing costs, and 
stipends for their education and living expenses. In return, 
they are contributing their talents at St. Peter-Danbury, 
Immaculate High School-Danbury, All Saints-Norwalk, 
Catholic Academy of Bridgeport-Saint Raphael, Notre 
Dame High School-Fairfield, Cardinal Kung-Stamford 
and Holy Trinity Catholic Academy-Shelton. 

“All graduates of the Aquinas Fellowship Program have 
chosen to continue their careers within Catholic Schools 
after completing their commitments, underscoring their 
dedication to the mission of Catholic education.” 

- Program Coordinator Danielle Cheeseman

TEACHER FORMATION AND SUPPORT

This year, TPCE coaches visited classrooms with a primary 
focus on English Language Arts and Mathematics. In the 
spring, they offered a  three-day intensive visit to schools 
that provided coaching, planning, modeling, preparing, 
data analysis, and more time with teachers.

ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
In addition to coaching sessions, the program enabled  
the 2nd Annual Teacher Planning Day, which provided 
teachers a summer opportunity to collaborate, network, and 
prepare for the upcoming school year. Coaches are exploring 

an instructional model called 
Modern Classrooms Project 
where teachers create 
instructional videos in lieu of 
traditional lecture. This gives 
students the opportunity to 
re-watch the lesson if needed 
which can make them more 
independent learners.  

ANGEL INVESTOR SCHOOL SPONSOR helped provide:
Assumption School, Fairfield
• Tuition assistance to 67 students
• Principal’s discretion grant that aided in advancing the 

school marketing and communications

“Without this aid, families may 
not have been able to keep 
their students at Assumption.”

-Principal Janet Cashman

St Peter School, Danbury
•Tuition assistance to 63 students
•Instructional books and resources
•Emergency assistance to family experiencing hardship

“Thanks to the generous support received over the years, 
our school continues to grow and flourish in God’s grace 
and remains a sanctuary for 
so many families seeking 
Jesus and a robust Catholic 
education.” 

-Principal MaryLou Torre

THE MARIAN WORK STUDY PROGRAM provides: 
• internship opportunities with mentors who help 

students build the tools and skills necessary for future 
gainful employment thereby closing the financial 
disparity gap; 

• access to industry contacts and professional positions 
in fields they normally would not have; and 

• scholarship funding to offset high school tuition

In its inaugural school year, the program partnered 
with over 40 corporations, businesses, nonprofits and 
institutions from New Haven to Greenwich to place junior 
and senior high school students one day each week into 
a nine-month unpaid internship within their future field 
of study. The pilot year has been marked by numerous 
successes that go beyond measurable outcomes. These 
stories highlight the profound impact on students’ lives, 
emphasizing personal growth, professional development, 
and academic achievement. 

KOLBE CAREER PATHWAYS is a program that pre-dated 
the Kolbe Transformation and piloted to introduce 
alternative pathways to future careers for Kolbe students. 
Funded by an anonymous donor in 2017, Career 
Pathways was launched in Advanced Manufacturing 
beginning in spring of 2018. The partnership with the 
former Housatonic Community College, now CT State 
Community College Housatonic, continues to evolve. 
This past year, the program was restructured and limited 
just to seniors. The focus on seniors was prompted by 
state funding regulations which augment the services.  
The seniors that participated attended Monday through 
Friday, from September to May. Three seniors plan to 
continue the Advanced Manufacturing Program after 
graduation and will earn certification.  

Career Pathways has served dozens of Kolbe Cathedral 
students since its inception and continues to engage eager 
students who have interest in advanced manufacturing.

Paula and Tom McInerney have long advocated for and supported Catholic Education. FIE is especially 
blessed that their family has invested in the Transforming the Paradigm of Catholic Education (TPCE) and 
Angel Investor School Sponsor programs.
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This project includes multiple pillars such as the Student Success Center to implement personalized learning, 
the Marian Work Study Program to provide work-study and internship opportunities, and the Saint Joseph 
Parenting Center to engage and support families. 

“The opportunity to get hands-on education has been really valuable and helped many students 
remain motivated and engaged this year. ”  -School Counselor Sarah Mastrone



Richard Schultz, Jr.
Schwab Charitable
Becky and Michael Shea
Venman & Co. LLC, Janet Barillari &  
   James Woods 
Lorraine and Christopher Wilson

$15,000 - $24,999
The Chicago Community Foundation
Christa and Timothy FitzPatrick
The Heffernan Family Foundation
HIG Capital Management, LLC
Bonnie and Robert Kreitler
Julia McNamara and Richard Lolatte
Molly and Lawrence Luppi
Ford Lynch
M&T Bank
Mutual of America Life Insurance    
   Company
Paula Summa and James O’Neill
Amy and Kevin Owens
Parsons & Whittemore, Inc.
Roina Family Foundation
Jennifer and Christopher  
   St. Victor-de Pinho
Synchrony Financial Corporation

$10,000 - $14,999
Anonymous 
Chester M. Howe Trust 
Kerry Reinertsen and Emmanuel Crabbe
Edgewood Capital Advisors LLC
Vincent Falotico
Linda and Paul Gargano
Linda and Michael Johnston
Knights of Columbus
Cynthia and Ned Lautenbach
Maureen and John McInerney
Kate and Robert Niehaus

Mary Alice and Thomas O’Malley
Lisa and Robert Rooney
Saint Thomas More Parish

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (2) 
Allen Noveck Charitable Trust
Anthony J. and Christie B. de Nicola   
   Foundation
Kay and Michael Byrnes
Moira and Thomas Cassidy
Lori Church
Linda and John Coords
Diocese of Bridgeport
FM Global Foundation 
Anne Marie Reilly and Joseph Hadley
Louise and Mark Howe
Nancy and Charles Howe
Huntington Foundation Inc. 
Peter Jakubowski
Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors
Linda and Daniel Leary
Lilly Foundation
Lone Pine Foundation Inc.
Anne and Hugh McCrory
Maureen and Bernard Reidy
Mary and John Rieger
Susan Staudt and Joseph Riker
Robert and Sydney Kindler Foundation

RECEIVED FROM JULY 1, 2023 TO JUNE 30, 2024
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we thank our generous donors for their extraordinary support and 
commitment to transforming lives in Diocese of Bridgeport Catholic Schools. 

$1,000,000+ 
The McInerney Family Foundation

$500,000 - $999,999
Anonymous Family Foundation
Diocese of Bridgeport Annual Bishop’s      
   Appeal
Paula and Thomas McInerney 

$100,000 - $499,999
Anonymous 
Elizabeth M. Pfriem Foundation
Fidelity Charitable 
Cindy and John Sites
The Estate of David K. Van Vlack†

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous (2)
Rather Family Foundation
Barbara and Peter Ripp

$25,000  - $49,999
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund 
James Colica
Mary Jo and Robert Dyer
Fairfield University
The George J. & Jessica Harris Foundation
JP Morgan Charitable Giving Fund 
Kristine and Kevin Jandora
The John and Ethel Kashulon Foundation
The Lautenbach Family Foundation
Andrea and Jonathan Maldon
Maximilian E. and Marion O. Hoffman 
Foundation, Inc.
Susan and Thomas McInerney
Morgan Stanley Global Impact Funding   
   Trust
Lisa and Joe Purcell
Jill and Geoffrey Raker
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David Van Vlack was a parishioner and trustee of Our Lady of Assumption Church in Fairfield, CT as well 
as a member of the Knights of Columbus. He had been a resident of Fairfield for 27 years, and recently at 
the age of 60, was born into eternal life. During his lifetime, David arranged for a bequest to endow the  

David Van Vlack Scholarship Fund to provide scholarships to young area students, so they may 
attend Catholic schools in the communities near his home.

David had a keen and personal appreciation of Catholic education, having graduated from Iona 
Preparatory School in 1980 and received a Bachelor of Arts from Fordham University in 1984. He 
went on to earn a Master of Business Administration from Pace University in 
1987 building on the strong foundations his Catholic education provided.

Mr. Van Vlack worked for 35 years in the field of finance, first as an Investment Manager 
for Fosterlane Management and later in Corporate Finance roles for the Blackstone Group. 
At Blackstone, David headed the group that administered employee investments in the 
firm’s funds, as well as employee compensation resulting directly from fund performance. 
He finished his career as a Managing Director in charge of the firm’s equity program, 
administering equity as a form of employee compensation as well as reporting on equity 
related expense to the firm’s income statement and other SEC-required disclosures.

David was devoted to friends and family. Formed in the Jesuit tradition of “men for others,” 
he was long a supporter of Catholic education. He provided educational opportunities for children who otherwise 
might lack these educational experiences. In establishing the David Van Vlack Scholarship Fund, David cemented his 
legacy of care and will continue his commitment to Catholic education, a true gift of a lifetime. 

The impact of contributions to FIE is significant as seen through the eyes of the Porzio family. Mr. Porzio shares:

“Foundations in Education is a Godsend - a real life Good Samaritan helping so many 
families that truly need help. The kindness and financial assistance sow seeds that will 
produce much fruit and give each child a chance to know Jesus. 

My eldest, Sophia, excelled in school at Assumption and Notre Dame and received the 
Co-Valedictorian Award among many others. My second child, Lorenzo, was awarded the 
Valedictorian Award and the St. Thomas Aquinas Award for Service. My youngest, Edoardo, 
is currently an 8th grade Leader of Tomorrow and doing well. He won the state of CT Science 
Fair project for his Ninja Pen which was designed to help children with learning disabilities. 

Foundations in Education gives children and their families a chance to let the light of Christ 
shine bright on our future leaders. God Bless this Ministry!” 

David Van Vlack’s estate gift sends ripples far into the future!

David Van Vlack Endowed Scholarship FundDavid Van Vlack Endowed Scholarship Fund

†deceased

Transformational Gifts

Grateful HeartsGrateful Hearts



Andrea and Mark Russo
Carrie and Joseph Sindelar

$2,000 - $4,999
Lisa and Zubaid Ahmad
American Endowment Foundation
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Christine and David Cappiello
Mary and Jim Casey
Chevron Human Kind Foundation
Winifred and John Curry
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FACTS Management Co.
Sarah and Matthew Fair
Jennifer and Graham Foster
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Grade A Market, Incorporated
Margaret and Joseph Jordan
JS Howe Family Foundation
Monsignor Robert Kinnally
Heather and John Kreitler
Leslie Lopez
Deborah and Joseph Matthews
Milestone C
Judith and Joseph Miller, III
Jo Ann and John Myers
Ana and Stephen Ripp*
Erin and William Russell
Saint Aloysius Parish
Andrea and Francis Schanne
Rosa and Scott Sullivan
The Catholic Academy of Stamford
Angela and Andrew Toner
Janet and Brian Veo
Elisa and Dr. Thomas Wilson

$1,000 - $1,999
Sandra and Jose Alvarez
Miriam and Michael Boublik*
Mary and Simon Bound
Capitol Hill Group, LLC
Catholic Academy of Bridgeport
Catholic Cemeteries, Diocese of   
   Bridgeport
Nicholas Daraviras*
Elaine Dinto
Mary and John Doolan
Equitable Foundation
Fairfield College Preparatory School
Fairfield Jesuit Community
Linda and Gerald Hatcher
Ana-Cristina and Charles Herrick
Sarah and John Howe
MaryLou and James Jamieson
Maria and John Joyce
Steven Klinsky
Margaret Susan Law
Holly Doherty-Lemoine and Bruce   
   Lemoine*
Carol Anderson and Arthur Lungo
John Mancuso
Ihab Massoud
Vilma and Richard Matteis
Michael Mazzucco*
Patrice and Daniel McAuliffe
Ellen and Donald McNees
Michele and John Mitola
Susan and John Moran
Sonia and Alan Morris
Colleen Murphy*
Suzanne and Mark Nemec
Newtown Savings Bank

New York Life Insurance 
Adriana and John Ohegyi*
Barbara and John O’Neill
Steven Perla
Pfizer Foundation
Sunday and Stephen Piccolo
Kaitlyn and Joseph Rahtelli 
Donna and Joseph Rahtelli
Robert D. Scinto, Inc.
Graciela Rodriguez
The Roxe Foundation
Saint Mary School
Donna and Ronald Sylvestri
Kelly and Josh Thomas
Lyndy and Patrick Toole
USI Insurance Services LLC
Patrick Waide
William H. Sadlier, Inc.
Harry Zelnick

$500 - $999
All Saints Catholic School
Janet and Christian Cashman
Children’s Scholarship Fund
Christine and James Corgel
Coverys
Nina Fletcher
Julie and Joseph Gallagher
Maureen and James Hance
Michael Hanlon
Ann and Francis Hardenbergh*
Immaculate High School
The Estate of Nancy J. Iwanicki†*
Sharon and Nicholas Kamillatos
Deborah and Peter Krieg*
Lisa Lanni

*This designation denotes donors who made a gift in honor or in memory.          

Bridgette Lemoine
Elise and Glenn Major
Debra and Steven Mitchell
Marcia and James Morley
Nanavaty, Davenport, Studley & White,   
   LLP
National Philanthropic Trust
Katherine and Shiro Nogaki
Michael O’Brien
Colleen and Henry Rondon
Saint Huberts Foundation Trust
Saint Joseph School - Danbury
Michael Shea
Sunny and Guy Sherman*
Jessica and Greg Stacey
Barbara and Brian Stern
Tisbest Philanthropy
Kathleen Tunstall
Steven Virgadamo
Sister Mary Grace Walsh, Ph.D.
Scott Weber
Monica and John Welch

$250 - $499
Adrienne Hauser and Jose Aldeanueva
Becky Brogan and Marc Camille
Danielle and Steven Cheeseman
Kristin and Robert Chmiel
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation, Inc.
Elaine Creatore
Sally and Richard Cummings
Bayard Dodge
Lisa and Keith Ferrara
Lisa Ferraro
Reverend Christopher Ford
Susan Kania
Diane and James McNulty
Debbie and William Moran
Morgan Stanley Services Group, Inc. 
Katharine and Daniel Pengue
Joseph Perkowski
Saint Pius X Parish
Jane and Edward Thomas
Claudine Turner
Savina and Paul Waldron
Michael Weinberg*

Yvonne and Chris Whittleton
George Williams

Up to $249
Anonymous (2) *
Shawna and Christopher Aidone
Lucinda Ames*
Michele and Andrew Baronavski
Alfreda Blazey
Nancy Bond
Mary Beth Brown
Arnold Brown
Francis Browne, Esq.*
Diane Canevari
Anthony Carrano
Emily Carriero*
Sue Carriero
Gail Carroll
Regina and Charles Cheever
Diane and Gary Chuba
Joanna and Christopher Cipriano*
Carrie and George Coleman
Sue and Gary Conte
Noreen and James Corcoran
Carol and Leslie Cristini*
Sandy Critz* (Eileen’s Girls)
Barry D’Andrea
Angela De Girolamo
Anissa DeMatteo
Kathleen Durkin
Mary Jane Edwards
Josefina and Charles Elms
Ann Errichetti
Catherine and Robert Eskierski
Diane and Randy Farrell
FISH*
Meg and C. Stephen Francis
Ellen Funck
Roberta and Joseph Gagne
J. Philip Gallagher
Laura Galusha
Irene and Paul Gifford
Jeanne and David Gresko
Robert Guman
Ann Holt
Ronald Kadar

Millie and Michael Kolcun*
Patrice Kopas
Robert and Carol Kubis
Rosemary Kvaka
Kevin Larkin*
Colette LeBrun
Christel and Edward Littera
Kathleen and David Lozinak
Magtype LLC 
Victoria Marcucio
Anne Marie and Anthony Masi
William McAndrew
Daniel McCoy
Kathleen and Kevin McCoy*
Mary McNamee
Linda and Allan Menz
Hilary and Frank Micalizzi
Kathleen and Peter Muriana
Mark Murphy
Andrea O’Connor
Mayra and Jose Olavarria
Amelia Palomar
Barbara and Robert Pekar
Amelia and Peter Perroni
James Pezzullo
Margaret and Victor Pioli
Mary Ann and Thomas Plavcan
Allan Radziwilko*
Diana and Danny Rainho
Barbara Randi
Kathleen Rooney
Austin Ryan*
Saint Mark School
Richard Salvaggio
Maribeth Sarnacki
Savitsky Family Fund 
Anthony Scalzo

1514 †deceased

Our faithfulness to God causes a ripple effect that not only influences the present, but generations to come. 



+
Unaudited   

* Angel Investors, Christopher Ripp Early Learning Program, and Transforming 
the Paradigm of Catholic Education

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $    12,071,469

Investments      28,147,882

Contributions receivable, net 2,968,646

Due from Annual Bishop’s Appeal 126,137

Due from We Stand With Christ 78,795

Promissory note receivable 246,134

Miscellaneous receivable 4,890

TOTAL ASSETS $    43,643,953

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $               7, 712

Accrued payroll         16,176

Scholarship and grants payable to schools 3,590,371

Total Liabilities $       3,614,259

Net Assets

Unrestricted $         3,508,030

With Restriction       36,521,664

Total Net Assets $     40,029,694

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $     43,643,953

SUPPORT AND REVENUES

General contributions $     3,565,066

Special events 1,106,647

Contributions from Annual Bishop’s Appeal 736,091

Contributions from We Stand With Christ 44,295

Other revenue 8,718

Investment return, net 4,004,489

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES $     9,465,306

EXPENSES

Program Services

Tuition assistance $     3,016,175

Kolbe Transformation 1,091,664

High School Endowment Grants 709,346

Innovative and Transformative initiatives* 607,915

Innovation & Leadership Grants 149,792

Other grants 39,000

Program events 14,478

Total Program Services $     5,628,370

Support Services

General administration and fundraising $        545,297

Special events        81,408

Total Support Services $        626,705

TOTAL EXPENSES $    6,255,075

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS $     3,210,231

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR END JUNE 30, 2024

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS OF JUNE 30, 2024
Financial Statements+Lisa and David Schlakman*

Theresa and Michael Sciallo
Maryann and George Sender
Kathleen and Andrew Seperack
Phyllis and Otis Shelton
Geraldine and Gaeton Stella
Lisa Stephens
James Stone
Joann and Mark Szczepanski
Jennifer and Ryan Tayman
Samuel Tingley
Margaret Trojak
Susan Unger
Carolyn Vermont
Britt Vosters
Mary Wade
Rosemarie and Anthony Xavier

Foundations in Education welcomes 
contributions made in memory of loved ones 
or in honor of family and friends to mark 
special occasions. 

If you wish to memorialize or honor 
someone with a gift that will help transform  
a child’s life, please contact us.

Gifts in Honor of: 
Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Steve Cheeseman
Foundations in Education Board
Foundations in Education Staff
Holly Doherty-Lemoine
Bridget Lesizza
M&T Bank
Tom McInerney
Adriana Ohegyi
Joe Purcell
The Radziwilko Family
Saint Mary School Bridgeport, Class of ‘65
Andrea and Francis Schanne
Michael Shea

Gifts in Memory of:
Dr. Michael A. & Kathleen C. Browne
Michael Cristini
James DePonte
Charles Hatcher
Bernie and Mary Theresa Helfrich 
Rose & Louis Iannarone
Nancy and Raymond Iwanicki
Ethel Kashulon
Charlie Nathanson
Bart Franciszek Palosz
Claire Philips
Christopher Ripp
Tomas C. Suarez
Sr. Mary Rita Sweeney, O.P.

We are grateful to donors who provided 
In-Kind Donations:
Anonymous
Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Paula and Tom McInerney
Jo Ann and John Myers 
Lisa and Joe Purcell
Robert Scinto

Your generous gifts empower our mission 

to support Catholic education in Fairfield 

County. The legacy of excellence in 

Catholic education is well preserved in our 

Diocese of Bridgeport Catholic Schools.

All SAintS CAtholiC SChool, norwAlk

ASSumption CAtholiC SChool, FAirField

CArdinAl kung ACAdemy, StAmFord

CAtholiC ACAdemy oF Bridgeport:

• St. Andrew ACAdemy

• St. Ann ACAdemy 

• St. AuguStine ACAdemy

• St. rAphAel ACAdemy

CAtholiC ACAdemy oF StAmFord

greenwiCh CAtholiC SChool, greenwiCh

holy trinity CAtholiC ACAdemy, Shelton

immACulAte high SChool, dAnBury

kolBe CAthedrAl high SChool, Bridgeport

notre dAme high SChool, FAirField 

St. CAtherine ACAdemy, FAirField

St. CAtherine oF SienA SChool, trumBull

St. gregory the greAt SChool, dAnBury

St. JAmeS SChool, StrAtFord

St. JoSeph high SChool, trumBull

St. JoSeph SChool, dAnBury

St. mArk SChool, StrAtFord

St. mAry SChool, Bethel

St. mAry SChool, ridgeField

St. peter SChool, dAnBury

St. roSe oF limA SChool, newtown

St. thereSA SChool, trumBull

St. thomAS AquinAS CAtholiC SChool, FAirField

Every effort has been made to assure 
the accuracy of this listing.  

In the event you feel there is an error, 
please contact Diane at  

dcanevari@foundationsineducation.org. 
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Total Expenses

Tuition 
Assistance 

48%

Transformative Transformative 
InitiativesInitiatives

30%30%

Other Grants Other Grants 
1% 1% 

General 
Administration 

and Fundraising
10%

High School High School 
Grants Grants 

11%11%



Foundations in education Inc.
238 Jewett Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606

Can you imagine every family who wanted a Catholic education for their 
children could realize their dream? Foundations in Education has been turning 
this vision into reality thanks to the generosity of donors like you. Each gift creates 
an incredible ripple effect for students and teachers alike!

The power of planned gifts creates an even greater ripple effect with 
a lasting impact for generations to come. Your planned gift is a testament that 
Catholic education can transform lives. 

Join other visionaries who will shape the future of education and consider 
leaving a lasting mark by including Foundations in Education in your 
will or estate plans. Your legacy gift will create ripples far into the future 
and will transform young lives for generations to come.

For more information, contact Holly Doherty-Lemoine  at 203-416-1642 

or holly@foundationsineducation.org.

Thank You! Our Children Are Worth It!

Imagine Your Legacy -Transform Future Generations


